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NRO Awards BAA for Agile Launch Innovation and Strategic Technology Advancement (BALISTA) 

Contracts 

CHANTILLY, Va. – The National Reconnaissance Office’s Office of Space Launch (OSL) today announced 
the award of three Broad Agency Announcements (BAA) for Agile Launch Innovation and Strategic 
Technology Advancement (BALISTA) contracts to assess and evaluate advanced space technologies. 
Companies receiving awards under OSL’s BALISTA framework include Cognitive Space, Impulse Space, 
and Starfish Space.  
 
In March 2024, OSL released the BALISTA BAA which included areas of interest of in-space mobility and 
maneuver, on-orbit logistics and sustainability, mission acceleration, artificial intelligence for ground 
operations, and spacecraft propellant particle count.  
 
The BALISTA effort are the first BAA contracts awarded by OSL. These BAA contracts are smaller in scope 
and will assess emerging providers and capabilities. They are intended to demonstrate new mission 
capabilities that directly solve critical intelligence problems or address technology needs of interest. 
 
"This BAA helps NRO advance emerging technologies across launch, on-orbit support, and command & 
control,” said OSL Director Col. Eric J. Zarybnisky.  
 
The BALISTA BAA builds on NRO’s previous successful contracts and creates additional opportunities to 

expand NRO’s commitment to rapid acquisition and commercial space innovation.  

For more than 60 years, the NRO has successfully met the needs of its U.S. intelligence, military, civil, 

and allied partners. It remains the world’s leader in unique intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 

systems. The NRO’s next-generation systems will help ensure that the right data is delivered to the right 

user at the right time, faster than ever before. 

### 

Ever since its inception at the dawn of the space age more than 60 years ago, the NRO has brought the 

farthest reaches of the planet into our grasp — to see it, hear it, and sense it. Today, the NRO is building 

on that legacy of innovation, harnessing the limitless potential of space to make our nation even safer 

and stronger. Learn more at NRO.gov. 


